Writing papers
kbroman.org/BMI883

Karl Broman
kbroman.org


https://kbroman.org/BMI883
https://kbroman.org

Key ideas

Read

Practice writing

>

>

» Action — motivation
» Know your audience
>

Break it down into smaller pieces



DO YOU HAVE AN (DEA FOR
YOUR STORY YET?

NO, I'M
WAITING FOR
INSPIRATION.

You CANT JUST TURN ON

CREATIVITY LIKE A FAUCET.

You HAVE TO BE IN THE
RIGHT MoOD.

WHAT Moo LAST- MINVTE
\S THAT?

Calvin & Hobbes, 1992-05-21



Tips
» Don’t write it in order

— Figures & tables

— Results

— Methods

— Intro, discussion, abstract

» Use simple language
— Use the words you know
— If you can’t think of how to say it, just skip it
» Outline discussion points over time
» Don't try to be perfect
— Get it on paper; edit later
» Try speaking it, and writing down what you say
— Like a talk, you're trying to tell a story and maintain the reader’s interest

» Supplemental tables/figures are great



